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Washington, pc 20‘51;;‘ cland Security

November 6, 2020
Sydnei Mayers

Dear Ms. Mayers:

I wanted to take a moment to si
0 since -
tests on Coronavirus.gov and HHsr;yv;:Z:fnZS;ufm }\l;)ur g tﬁls e Uil
: . . s. Your insights were extremely val
when dealing with the current crisi s, il
is but also longer term — your re i

: ] ' port has been circulated among the

Elg.hefst levels of govsmment and is being used as part of the baseline requirements for a new :
igital Acc.elerator program that the General Service Administration’s Technology

Transformation Service is launching in the coming year. Your work is a credit to your university
and to Dr. Brewer’s program - kudos for a job well done.

In this package, I’ve enclosed a challenge coin for the Department of Homeland Security. If you're
not familiar with what a challenge coin is... the origins of a challenge coin go back to the Roman
Empire when soldiers were presented with coins to recognize special achievement. During World
War I and World War II, challenge coins were used as a “bona fides” during personal meetings to
help verify a person’s identity (especially by the military). There would be specific aspects that
would be examined by both parties, which prevented infiltration by spies who would have to have
advanced knowledge of the meeting details. .. as well as the correct coin.

On one side of the DHS coin, there is the seal of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, which

is described as such:

The seal is symbolic of the Department's mission — to prevent attacks and protect Americans
_ on the land, in the sea and in the air. In the center of the seal, a graphically styled American

eagle appears in a circular blue field. The eagle's outstretched wings break thl\rl?rugt; ar: I:ngzr
red ring into an outer white ring that contains the words "U.S: DE?ARTM]? 0
top half and "HOMELAND SECURITY" in the bottom half in 2 circular placement.
‘ i t th
The eagle's wings break through the inner circle nto the outer ring to suggecst t:sd : :r o
]and Security will break through traditional bureaucra y :

Department o iti f the Great Geal of the United States, the

. ons differently. In the tradition of the il
government s i ith 13 leaves and 13 seeds while the g
eagle's talon on the left holds an olive branch W1

talon on the right grasps 13 arrows.
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